




Lost through commercial use, 2 examples

SWEET CHOCOLATE SHINTOKIWA



Shintokiwa available for everybody 2002



2022 Shintokiwa disappeared – what happened?



2020:

„Breeder: ReinSaat“



Elwyn Marshall Meader

was a professor of horticulture at the University of

New Hampshire. After retiring in 1966, he 

continued his plant breeding work and released

many new varieties into the public domain.

„I encourage individuals to carry on, 

growing their own seeds.„
"I was working for the taxpayer and

the results on my work belonged to

them."

Registered in 2010 -> „Variety developed for growing under particular conditions“

Application for registration as an EU-wide commercial variety in 2019

http://www.saveseeds.org/biography/meader/at-work.jpg


Sweet Chocolate – an

Open source variety used in  

European countries



Consequence:

Peasant rights are suspended from the moment of

application for registration in Austria 

Once the registration process is started in 

Austria, you loose your right to market or

exchange this variety in all European countries!



AUSTRIAN SEEDS DIRECTIVE

§ 4.)

The transfer of seed of varieties and ecotypes or origins not authorized under the legal provisions 

referred to in § 1(2)(1) to (13) for the protection of plant genetic resources by farmers or seed users 

within the meaning of § 2(3)(5) of the Seed Act 1997, whether in return for payment, free of charge or in 

return for payment in kind, shall be permitted, provided that

1.

the farmers or seed users are not engaged in seed trade, and

2.

the variety of the seed in question has not been applied for registration or 

registered in the Austrian List of Varieties, the Community Catalogues of Varieties or the OECD List for 

International Seed Trade - with the exception of those covered by the legal provisions referred to in §

1(2)(14) or (15) - or this variety was deleted from one of these lists more than five years ago, and

3.

the quantities of seed specified in column 4 of the Annex are not exceeded.

Translated with www.DeepL.com/Translator (free version)





European Seed Magazine 

9/2021!

Thinking this through to the

end:

Easier registration process can

lead to easier privatization of

our seeds.



How to Promote Agrobiodiversity and Sustainable Agroecosystems

By Magdalena Prieler and François Meienberg

European Seed- September 28, 2021 

https://european-seed.com/2021/09/how-to-

promote-agrobiodiversity-and-sustainable-

agroecosystems/

https://european-seed.com/author/euroadmin/


Our investagtiv team found this nice picture in 

the facebook account of Volker PLASS, 

GENERAL MANAGER of Arche Noah, showing 

himself together with, as he writes, 

"Leonore Ge", the Austrian Minister for climate 

change, having finally and happyly the magic 

treasore of PGM-ressources in their hands, see  

picture. Please read and be aware: The austrian

Michael Gohn, the President of Saatgut Austria, 

was elected as President of EUROSEEDS  the 

lobby organisation of the european seed 

industry in 2022 !

message, text translated :

say thank you !

45,000 supporters are pleased that Austria has 

finally banned the patenting of traditionally 

bred plants and their seeds. The experts of the 

minister responsible for patent law, Ge

Leonore, have given great support, but also the 

Bauernbund (conservative party farmers orga), 

the PRIVATBRAUEREIEN (rivpate breweris AG), 

and SAATGUT AUSTRIA were on our side.



The examples show:

To be out of the scope is dangorous because

Those who are outside the legal framework have no rights

The Sweet Chocolate Case is an opportunity to use

the tool the UN gave us: 

the peasant rights

 We need an overall concept how to use this tool



The Right to Seeds is a Human Right

Let`s speak out bluntly -

https://www.archemitzukunft.net/saatgutsouver%C3%A4nit%C3%A4t


